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5.11.1 Tuition and Fees 1 
 2 
Part 1. Authority 3 
Board Policy 1A.1 delegates authority to the chancellor to develop procedures on behalf of the 4 
Board of Trusteesboard for purposes of implementing board policy. 5 
 6 
All tuition and fee rate structures are authorized by the board. Tuition and fees collected 7 
mustshall be deposited and reported through the business office at each college or university. 8 
 9 
Discretion is given to presidents to establish certain tuition and fee rates in accordance with 10 
board policy and system procedure. Before any new fee category is added or any increase is 11 
made in the fee maximums, the system office shall consult with the statewide student 12 
associations. 13 
 14 
Part 2. Tuition 15 
All colleges and universities shall charge tuition consistent with Minnesota statutes and policies. 16 
The tuition categories are per credit, banded, differential course and program, and market 17 
driven. Any tuition category may include international, resident, reciprocity, and nonresident 18 
rates. All tuition mustshall include the cost of consumable supplies used in the classroom or 19 
laboratory. Advance deposits are considered prepayment of tuition and are refundable in 20 
accordance with bBoard pPolicy 5.12. 21 
 22 

Subpart A. Per credit tuition 23 
Colleges and universities may charge tuition on a per credit basis for undergraduate and 24 
graduate programs. Per credit tuition rates are approved for individual colleges and 25 
universities by the board as part of the annual operating budget process. 26 
 27 
Subpart B. Banded tuition 28 
Banded tuition is defined as charging a single-rate tuition for credits registered within an 29 
identified range of credits. Individuals falling above or below the identified range pay per 30 
credit tuition rates. Banded tuition rates are approved for colleges and universities by the 31 
Bboard as part of the operating budget process. 32 
 33 
Subpart C. Differential course and program tuition 34 
Colleges and universities may charge tuition by course or program when special 35 
circumstances exist. These circumstances may include, but are not limited to, an 36 
extraordinary cost of offering the course or academic program (e.g., need for specialized 37 
equipment and supplies; accreditation standards; delivery methods, e.g., off site locations, 38 
online, clinical experience) or a desire to incent enrollment in a specific course or program. 39 
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 40 
Part 3. Required Fees 41 
Required fees are in statute or policy and are required to must be charged at all colleges and 42 
universities. All required fees must be at or below board specified maximums. 43 
 44 

Subpart A. Senior citizen fee in lieu of tuition 45 
Each college and university shall charge an administrative fee in lieu of tuition to senior 46 
citizens pursuant to Minn.esota Stat.ute §135A.51 and Minnesota Statute §135A.52. A 47 
senior citizen enrolled under this section must pay any materials, personal property, or 48 
service charges for the course. 49 
 50 
Subpart B. Parking fees, permits, or charges 51 

1. Colleges and universities shall develop a policy to charge parking fees to generate 52 
revenue for parking lot repair or construction, pursuant to Minn. Stat. §136F.67 53 
improvements and maintenance, and parking operations including enforcement, 54 
pursuant to Minn.esota Stat.ute §136F.67. 55 

2. The president shall determine the fees, permits or charges, and how they are 56 
assessed. 57 

3. Students shall pay an amount that is equal to or less than that paid by the colleges’ 58 
and universities’ employees for the same type of parking (e.g. reserved, general, 59 
etc.). 60 

4. Colleges and universities have the option to collect fines and towing fees for parking 61 
violations pursuant to Minn.esota Stat.ute §136F.53. 62 

 63 
Subpart C. Statewide student association fees 64 
All colleges and universities shall collect a statewide student association fee as authorized 65 
by Minn.esota Stat.utes §136F.22 and in accordance with board policy. 66 

 67 
Subpart D. Fees associated with tuition and fee payments 68 

1. Colleges and universities shall establish a policy to charge a fee for late payment of 69 
tuition and/or fees. A late fee may also be charged for late payment under an 70 
approved payment plan. Consistent with Minn.esota Stat.ute §197.775, students 71 
who are eligible and have applied for but not yet received veterans benefits are 72 
exempt from being charged a late fee. 73 

2. The policy may provide for specific situations wherein the president of the college or 74 
university may waive this fee. Documentation concerning waivers must be retained 75 
and made available upon request. 76 

3. Colleges and universities shall establish a policy to charge a fee for payment plans. 77 
This fee mustshall allow students to pay their tuition and fees over the course of the 78 
semester. 79 

 80 
Part 4. Campus Discretionary Fees 81 
Colleges and universities may choose among the fees detailed below in determining those that 82 
are appropriate to the college or university and may establish the appropriate level of the fees 83 



Page 3 
Procedure 5.11.1 

 
consistent with board policy and system procedure.  All campus discretionary fees must be at or 84 
below board specified maximums. The president of the college or university shall have final 85 
approval on all campus discretionary fees and subsequent rates, subject to limits established at 86 
the discretion of the chancellor. 87 
 88 
After consultation with the recognized campus student association, the president may exempt 89 
certain campuses, sites, or specific groups of students (e.g., fully online students) from all or a 90 
percentage of any campus discretionary fees when deemed to be in the best interests of the 91 
college or university. Colleges and universities shall maintain and appropriately disseminate 92 
policies that define the terms under which students are not charged specific fees covered by 93 
this policy. Upon request, the specific group exemption and number of exempt students 94 
mustshall be published and disseminated to students, and the number of exempt students 95 
mustshall be reported to the appropriate campus student associations. 96 
 97 

Subpart A. Student application fee 98 
1. Colleges and universities may establish a policy to charge a fee for student 99 

applications, consistent with bBoard pPolicy 3.4 and sSystem pProcedure 3.4.1. The 100 
local college or university policy mustshall list situations in which students are not 101 
charged this fee. 102 

2. Undergraduate or graduate application fees may be assessed at each college or 103 
university to all credit-seeking applicants. Students denied enrollment to the college 104 
or university due to program size limitations or closure mustshall receive a refund of 105 
this fee. 106 

 107 
Subpart B. Credit for prior learning assessment fee 108 

1. Colleges and universities shall establish policies for credit for prior learning pursuant 109 
to board policy and system procedure. The policies may include fees for credit for 110 
prior learning as indicated below. 111 

2. The fees charged mustshall reasonably reflect the cost of services provided in 112 
assessing the learning and awarding of credit, and are reviewed by system office 113 
personnel for consistency and compliance with procedure. 114 

3. A fee mustshall not be charged for previously evaluated credit for prior learning 115 
students seeking transfer of credits from other regionally or nationally accredited 116 
higher education institutions. 117 

4. A fee mustshall not be charged for transcripting credits for an award of credit for 118 
prior learning. 119 

5. A fee mustshall not be charged for students seeking faculty consent for enrollment 120 
in a course or waiver of prerequisites that does not involve an award of credit for 121 
prior learning. 122 

6. A fee mustshall not be charged for analysis and awarding of credit for military 123 
courses and military training pursuant to Minn.esota Stat.utes §197.775. 124 

 125 
Subpart C. Student life/activity fee 126 
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1. Colleges and universities may establish a policy to charge a fee for student life 127 

activities as defined by Minn.esota Stat.ute §136F.01, subd. 5 and Board Policy 2.8, 128 
Student Life. 129 

2. College or university programming and budgeting processes for the use of these 130 
funds mustshall be governed by bBoard pPolicy 2.8, Student Life. 131 

3. Colleges and universities must not increase student life activity fees by greater than 132 
two percent relative to the previous academic year unless the increase is approved 133 
by a majority of students voting in a campus referendum, pursuant to Minn.esota 134 
Stat.utes §135A.0434. 135 

 136 
Subpart D. Athletics fee 137 

1. Colleges and universities, by an affirmative vote of the campus student association, 138 
may establish a policy to charge a fee for athletics. This fee will support student 139 
athletics and replace annual requests for funding from the student life/activity fee. 140 

2. College or university programming and budgeting processes for the use of these 141 
funds mustshall be similar to those processes used for student life activities. 142 

3. For this fee, students will receive admission to regular athletic contests, pursuant to 143 
an agreement with the campus student association and based on ticket availability. 144 

4. Colleges and universities must not increase student athletic fees by greater than two 145 
percent relative to the previous academic year unless the increase is approved by a 146 
majority of students voting in a campus referendum, pursuant to Minn.esota 147 
Stat.utes §135A.0434. 148 

 149 
Subpart E. Health services fee 150 

1. Colleges and universities may establish a policy to charge students a fee for health 151 
services as defined by Minn.esota Stat.ute §136F.20 including mental health 152 
services. 153 

2. College or university programming and budgeting processes for the use of these 154 
funds mustshall be similar to those processes used for student life activities. 155 

3. The decision to charge the fee as per credit (including the number of credits the fee 156 
is assessed on) or per term mustshall be made after consultation with the campus 157 
student association. 158 

 159 
Subpart F. Fees for voluntary special events 160 

1. Colleges and universities may establish a policy to charge students for special 161 
campus events in which participation is voluntary. Colleges and universities may only 162 
charge students who participate in the special campus event. 163 

2. These voluntary events may include, but are not limited to, activities such as 164 
seminars, workshops, lectures, orientations, Welcome week activities, enrichment 165 
events, concerts, convocations, ceremonies such as graduation, and athletic events. 166 

 167 
Subpart G. Residential learning community fee 168 

1. Colleges and universities may establish a policy to charge a residential learning 169 
community fee. 170 
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2. The fee mustshall be charged only to students participating in this program. 171 
3. Student program participants mustshall be included in the process for allocating this 172 

fee. 173 
 174 

Subpart H. Technology fee 175 
1. Colleges and universities may establish a policy to charge a fee to students for the 176 

acquisition, upgrading and/or maintenance of technology for academic and student 177 
support activities that provide or enhance student access to technology. Academic 178 
and student support activities include, but are not limited to, technology 179 
infrastructure, computer labs, wireless networks, ongoing technology support, and 180 
software licensing. 181 

2. AEach college and university shall have a technology fee advisory committee. shall 182 
exist for each college or university. A majority of the committee members mustshall 183 
be students. The campus student association(s) shall appoint the student members 184 
of the technology fee advisory committee. Prior to making recommendations to the 185 
college or university president, the technology fee advisory committee will present 186 
the recommendations to the campus student association(s) for advice and 187 
recommendation. 188 
 189 
The campus student association(s) and the college or university institution president 190 
or designee shall jointly determine a schedule for the technology fee advisory 191 
committee to ensure that the plan and budget for the technology fee will be 192 
completed for action prior to the end of the spring semester. The college or 193 
university shall provide the necessary background materials in advance to the 194 
technology fee advisory committee in accordance with System Procedure 2.3.1, 195 
pPart 32, subpart B. 196 

3. The college or university president shall review any modifications to the 197 
recommendation with the campus student association(s) and the technology fee 198 
advisory committee prior to the implementation for that year.  199 

 200 
Subpart I. New student orientation fee 201 

1. Colleges and universities, by affirmative vote of the campus student association, 202 
may establish a policy to charge a new student orientation fee.  This fee will be 203 
assessed to all new students enrolling for the first time at the college or 204 
university.  Students who are permitted to enroll but are not candidates for 205 
diplomas, certificates, or degrees at that college or university mustshall not be 206 
charged the new student orientation fee. 207 

2. The new student orientation fee will support new student orientation activities and 208 
other strategies designed to assist new students in making a successful academic 209 
and social transition to the college or university.  Examples of strategies include, but 210 
are not limited to, orientation and welcome week activities.  The new student 211 
orientation fee should not fund course registration activities. 212 

3. Initiatives funded by the new student orientation fee must be open and accessible 213 
for all new students to participate.  214 
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4. The budgeting process used for the allocation of these funds mustshall be similar to 215 

the processes used for student life activities. 216 
 217 

Subpart J. Sustainability fee 218 
1. Colleges and universities, by affirmative vote of the campus student association, 219 

may establish a policy to charge a sustainability fee. 220 
2. The sustainability fee will be used in support of progress toward the system’s 221 

commitment to environmental sustainability as outlined in Board Policy 5.17 and 222 
System Procedure 5.17.1, excluding capital projects. 223 

3. The budgeting process used for the allocation of these funds shall be similar to the 224 
processes used for student life activities. 225 

 226 
Part 5. Personal pProperty cCharges, sService cCharges, and aAssessments 227 
Personal property charges, service charges, and assessments are authorized by the board and 228 
adopted at campus discretion.  Students may not be charged for consumable supplies related 229 
to instruction. 230 
 231 
Individual personal property charges, service charges, and assessments mustshall be approved 232 
by the president. The approximate range or rate mustshall be available to students at the time 233 
of registration. A list of these charges mustshall be available to students upon request at each 234 
campus. Documentation of charge calculations must be maintained for audit purposes. 235 
 236 

Subpart A. Personal property charges 237 
Personal property charges mustshall be for items that become the personal property of a 238 
student and have an educational or personal value beyond the classroom. These items may 239 
include, but are not limited to, tools, books, and materials retained by the student. It also 240 
includes official transcripts, identification cards, and replacement or additional diplomas. 241 
 242 
Subpart B. Service charges 243 
Service charges mustshall be for services for or on the behalf of the student and may 244 
include: 245 

1. Equipment, including purchases, special leases, or rentals as required by an 246 
institution or program, college, or university. Situations requiring students to 247 
purchase or lease college- or university-wide technology mustshall be reviewed by 248 
the technology fee advisory committee and the campus student association(s) 249 
mustshall be consulted. 250 

2. Special testing, including, but not limited to, testing for counseling (e.g. career 251 
interest inventories, type indicators, etc.); occupational certification, licensure, or 252 
assessment; retesting of entry level assessment; and optional testing requested by 253 
the student. Students mustshall not be charged for initial entry assessment or 254 
required outcome assessment. 255 

3. Other instructional services, such as: 256 
a. additional instructional costs not included in tuition but paid by the student 257 

to a vendor or auxiliary service (e.g. theater tickets, bowling lane rentals, 258 
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green fees, ski lift tickets, etc.) may be a service charge if identified at the 259 
time of registration. 260 

b. costs of private lessons or services associated with a credit-bearing course 261 
(e.g. flight training, voice or instrument, art, etc.) may be charged in addition 262 
to tuition. 263 

c. electronic course materials, including online subscriptions but not including 264 
open educational resources (OER) materials. 265 

4. Other non-instructional services provided to students such as legal services, health 266 
services, background checks, drug and alcohol screening, and insurance. 267 

5. Actual course-related travel costs required for transportation, room, board and 268 
other expense. 269 

 270 
Subpart C. Assessments 271 
Colleges and universities may assess charges to discourage certain behaviors, such as a 272 
library overdue charge, a non-sufficient funds bank charge, restitution charge to pay for 273 
damage incurred, or violations of campus health and safety policies. 274 
 275 

Part 6. Revenue Fund Fees 276 
Revenue fund fees must be charged to generate sufficient revenue to pay the debt service, 277 
equip, operate, maintain, and repair revenue fund facilities. Fees mustshall be sufficient to 278 
provide adequate operating reserves. Revenue fund fees are charged for room and board, 279 
student union facilities, wellness center, and outdoor recreation, parking, and for any other 280 
revenue generating facility that is designated as part of the revenue fund by the Bboard. 281 
Optional fees may be charged and include other usage, service, and equipment fees. 282 
 283 

Subpart A. Room and board fees 284 
The room fee is the amount an enrolled student pays for occupying a residence hall room 285 
while attending a college or university. The board fee is the amount an enrolled student 286 
pays for their selected meal plan offerings. 287 
 288 
Subpart B. Student union facilities fees 289 
The amount an enrolled student pays to support the debt operations and maintenance of a 290 
student union facility while attending a college or university. 291 
 292 
Subpart C. Wellness center and recreation facility fees 293 
The amount an enrolled student pays to support the debt, operations, and maintenance of 294 
a student wellness center or recreation facility or area while attending a college or 295 
university. 296 
 297 
Subpart D. Parking ramp and surface lot fees 298 
The amounts that students, faculty, staff, and visitors pay for parking in or on parking 299 
facilities in the revenue fund. 300 
 301 
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Subpart E. Other facilities fees 302 
The board may from time to time approve fees for revenue fund facilities that are not 303 
otherwise contemplated above. Those facilities fees mustshall be charged to an enrolled 304 
student to support such a revenue generating facility, which must shall be designated by the 305 
board as part of the revenue fund. 306 
 307 
Subpart F. Revenue fund fees charged for use of facilities 308 
Colleges and universities shall charge revenue fund fees for the use of revenue fund 309 
facilities. Revenue fund fees charged for use of facilities are items such as event or facility 310 
usage fees, service charges, and equipment charges.  The president of the college or 311 
university shall have final approval on all such useage usage fees and subsequent rates. The 312 
president may exempt specific groups from all or a percentage of room or facility usage or 313 
rental fees provided the revenue fund program remains financially viable and such 314 
exemption is deemed to be in the best interests of the college or university and consistent 315 
with the waiver process established by the campus.  The three major categories of optional 316 
revenue fund useageusage fees are listed below: 317 

1. Room or facility usage or rental fees, such as for use of rooms in the student union, 318 
athletic facilities, fields, and residence hall common rooms. Fees may also be 319 
charged for facility usage outside a typical academic year, such as for summer or 320 
conference activities, storage, and early or between semester occupancy of 321 
residence halls.  It is usual and customary that recognized campus student 322 
organizations (as defined under Student Life System Procedure 2.8.1 Student Life) 323 
are exempt from ordinary room or facility usage or rental fees. 324 

2. Service charges, such as for lost or damaged items or modification of contractual 325 
terms.  A sampling of such fees may include, but are not limited to, a fee for early 326 
release from a residence hall contract, residence hall cancellation fee, late charges, 327 
installment payment charges, lost key charge, loaner key charge, room changes 328 
charge, damages to residence hall room or common areas. 329 

3. Equipment and personal property fees for use in Revenue fund facilities, such as fees 330 
for rental of athletic equipment, installation of equipment (i.e. air conditioning in 331 
residence halls), technology, or other items or services otherwise available for use 332 
by students who use the facility. 333 

 334 
Related Documents: 335 

• Board Policy 2.2 State Residency Requirement 336 
• Board Policy 2.3, Student Involvement in Decision-Making 337 
• Board Policy 3.4 Undergraduate Admissions 338 
• Board Policy 5.9 Biennial and Operating Budget Planning & Administration Including 339 

Revenue Fund 340 
• Board Policy 5.11 Tuition and Fees 341 
• Board Policy 5.12 Tuition and Fee Due Dates, Refunds, Withdrawals and Waivers 342 
• System Procedure 2.3.1 Student Involvement in Decision-Making for Board Policy 2.3 343 
• System Procedure 3.4.1 Undergraduate Admissions  344 
• System Procedure 7.3.5 Revenue Fund Management 345 

https://www.minnstate.edu/board/policy/202.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/policy/203.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/policy/304.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/policy/509.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/policy/511.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/policy/512.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/procedure/203p1.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/procedure/304p1.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/procedure/703p5.html
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• Fee Amounts 346 
• Operating Instruction 5.11.1.3 - Senior Citizen Charges and Fees Board Action on Tuition 347 

and Fees 348 
- June 20, 2018 (FY2019) 349 
- June 17, 2015 (FY2016) 350 
- June 18, 2014 (FY2015) 351 
- June 19, 2013 (FY2014) 352 
- June 20, 2012 (FY2013) 353 
- June 21, 2011 (FY2012) 354 
- May 19, 2010 (FY2011) 355 
- July 22, 2009 (FY2010) 356 
- May 21, 2008 (FY2009) 357 
- June 20, 2007 (FY2008) 358 
- June 21, 2006 (FY2007) 359 
- July 19, 2005 (FY2006) 360 
- June 16, 2004 (FY2005 - Revised) 361 
- July 16, 2003 (FY 2004 & FY2005) 362 
- May 22, 2002 (FY2003) 363 
- July 18, 2001 (FY2002) 364 
- January 19, 2000 (FY2001) 365 
- July 21, 1999 (FY2000) 366 

 367 
To view any of the following related statutes, go to the Revisor's Office website. You can 368 
conduct a search from this site by typing in the statute number. 369 
 370 

• Minn. Stat. § 135A.04, Variable Tuition 371 
• Minn. Stat. § 135A.0434 Mandatory Student Activity Fees Referendum 372 
• Minn. Stat. §135A.165, Deaf Student; Tuition Assistance 373 
• Minn. Stat. §135A.51 Definitions and 135A.52, Senior Citizens Higher Education Program 374 
• Minn. Stat. §135A.55 Program and Qualifications (Senior Citizens Higher Education 

Program) 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.01 Definitions 375 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.06, Powers and Duties [of Board of Trustees] 376 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.20 Student Health 377 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.22 Student Associations 378 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.50, Cooperation or Promotion of a State College or University 379 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.53 Parking and Traffic Regulation 380 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.67 Financing of Child Care; Parking. 381 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.70 Tuition; Fees; Activity Funds 382 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.582, Local Contracting Authority [for customized training] 383 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.70 Tuition; Fees; Activity Funds 384 
• Minn. Stat. §136A.08, Reciprocal agreements relating to nonresident tuition and other 385 

states or provinces 386 
• Minn. Stat. §197.775 Higher Education Fairness 387 

https://www.minnstate.edu/board/procedure/511pamounts.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/procedure/511p1g3.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/docs-summaries/2018/Summary,%20June%2020.pdf
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/docs-summaries/2015/summary-june17.pdf
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/docs-summaries/2014/summary-june18.pdf
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/docs-summaries/2013/summary-june.pdf
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/docs-summaries/2012/summary-june.pdf
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/docs-summaries/2011/summary-june.pdf
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/docs-summaries/2010/summary-may.pdf
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/2009/july.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/2008/may.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/2007/june.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/2006/june.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/2005/july.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/2004/june.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/2003/july.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/2002/may.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/2001/july.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/2000/january.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/docs-summaries/1999/july.html
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/
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Procedure History: 
 
Date of Adoption: 06/21/00 
Date of Implementation: 08/06/08 
Date of Last Review: 08/02/18 
 
Date and Subject of Amendments: 
Xx/xx/xx - Add Summary 
11/30/18 – Part 4, Subpart I, was amended to directly define a special student status. 
08/02/18 - Procedure 5.11.1 went through a periodic review, substantive changes were made 

throughout the procedure. Part 4, Subpart I, New student orientation fee was added. Part 5, 
Subpart C, Assessments was added. The language and formatting were updated with the 
new writing and formatting styles. 
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