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5.11 Tuition and Fees 1 
 2 
Part 1. Policy objectives 3 
The tuition and fees policy of Minnesota State Colleges and Universities seeks to balance five 4 
values: 5 

a. Affordable access to higher education: Minnesota State will champion a quality 6 
affordable higher education that all Minnesotans can access. 7 

b. Equity: Minnesota State students taking similar academic programs are charged similar 8 
rates across Minnesota State colleges and universities. 9 

c. Transparency: Minnesota State students will know what they are paying for and how 10 
their total tuition and fee charges are calculated. 11 

b.d. Institutional Financial Sustainability: Minnesota State seeks to provide 12 
the resources needed for colleges and universities to support quality higher education 13 
and long term financial viability. 14 

c.a. Equity: Minnesota State students taking similar academic programs are charged similar 15 
rates across Minnesota State colleges and universities. 16 

d.a. Transparency: Minnesota State students will know what they are paying 17 
for and how their total tuition and fee charges are calculated. 18 

e. Flexibility for innovation and emerging markets: Minnesota State seeks to support the 19 
flexibility to be innovative, respond to the marketplace, and address emerging program 20 
and course development requirements. 21 

 22 
Part 2. Authority 23 
Minnesota Statutes § 136F.06, Powers and Duties, and Minnesota Statutes § 136F.70, Tuition; 24 
Fees; Activities Funds provide that the Board of Trustees board shall set tuition,  and fees, and 25 
refunds adopt suitable policies for the colleges and universities it governs. All colleges and 26 
universities shall charge tuition and fees consistent with Minnesota Statutes, board policies, 27 
and system procedures. The board shall approve the tuition and fee structure for all colleges 28 
and universities. 29 
 30 
The chancellor may establish limits on tuition and fee rate increases that are presented to the 31 
board as part of the annual operating budget. The chancellor or designee is authorized to make 32 
any necessary technical adjustments to the tuition rates and fees. Technical adjustments are 33 
defined as changes in tuition and fee rates whichthat are deemed a correction or the addition 34 
of a program rate for a new program established in the interim. 35 
 36 
Part 3. Tuition 37 
Tuition shall be charged by all colleges and universities. The tuition categories are: 38 
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a. Per credit 39 
b. Banded 40 
c. Differential course and program 41 
d. Market driven 42 

 43 
Each tuition category may include resident, reciprocity, and nonresident rates. All tuition must 44 
be identified separately on a tuition and fee statement. 45 
 46 
Part 4. Authorization and notice. 47 
 48 

Subpart A. Authorization of required and campus discretionary fees. 49 
The board authorizes the following four categories of fees to be charged to Minnesota State 50 
students. The amount of the fees and how they are charged are determined by a each 51 
college andor university, subject to Minnesota statutes and board policy. 52 

1. Required fees are in statute or established by board policy and are required to be 53 
charged by all colleges and universities. 54 

2. Campus discretionary fees are established by board policy and adopted at campus 55 
discretion. 56 

3. Personal property charges, service charges, and assessments are established by 57 
board policy and adopted at campus discretion. 58 

4. Revenue Fund fees are established in accordance with statutes, board policy, and 59 
bond indenture. 60 

 61 
Subpart B. Notice required 62 
All fees must be identified separately on a tuition and fee statement. On an annual basis, 63 
colleges and universities shall publish all fees that are charged to their students. 64 

 65 
Part 5. Fees 66 
 67 

Subpart A. Required fees 68 
There are five required fees: 69 

1. Senior citizen fee in lieu of tuition 70 
2. Parking fee, permits, or charges 71 
3. Late fee 72 
4. Payment plan fee 73 
5. Statewide student association fee 74 

 75 
All colleges and universities shall charge these fees consistent with Minnesota Statutes, 76 
board policies, and system procedures. 77 

 78 
Subpart B. Campus discretionary fees 79 
The board authorizes the campus discretionary fee categories and approves the fee 80 
maximums. The system office shall review, report, and make recommendations to the 81 
board regarding fee maximum levels every twofive years. 82 
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 83 
The authorized campus discretionary fees are: 84 

1. Application fee 85 
2. Credit for prior learning assessment fee 86 
3. Student life/activity fee 87 
4. Athletics fee 88 
5. Health services fee 89 
6. Special events fee 90 
7. Residential learning community fee 91 
8. Technology fee 92 
9. New student orientation fee 93 
10. Sustainability fee 94 
 95 
Colleges and universities may establish policies to charge campus discretionary 96 
fees. These fees are not to exceed the maximum amount approved by the board 97 
and published as an attachment to board policy. If an institution has multiple 98 
campuses or sites, they may choose to assess the fees on a campus by campus or 99 
site by site basis. 100 
 101 

Subpart C. Personal property charges, service charges, and assessments. 102 
Colleges and universities may charge students the cost of property retained by the student 103 
and services received by the student. The allowable charge must be based on actual costs. 104 
Colleges and universities may also assess charges to discourage certain behaviors. 105 

 106 
Subpart D. Revenue fund facility fees.  107 
Adequate fees must be charged for the use of revenue fund facilities to meet the 108 
requirements of Minn.esota Stat.utes §§136F.93 and 136F.95 and the Master Indenture of 109 
Trust. The fees must be sufficient to cover debt, operating cost, and all repair and 110 
replacement costs, and reserves. 111 
 112 
There are two types of revenue fund fees: 113 

1. Revenue fund fees. Colleges and universities shall charge revenue fund fees for 114 
facilities that were constructed, renovated or acquired using revenue bonds or 115 
facilities that the board designated as part of the revenue fund. Revenue fund fees 116 
include but are not limited to: 117 

a. Room and board fees 118 
b. Student union facilities fees 119 
c. Wellness center and recreation facility fees 120 
d. Parking ramp and surface lot facility fees 121 
e. Other revenue fund fees for eligible projects as may be approved by the 122 

board 123 
2. Revenue fund fees charged for use of facilities. Colleges and universities shall charge 124 

fees for the use of revenue fund facilities, which must be reported to the board as 125 
part of the annual operating budget. On an annual basis, colleges and universities 126 
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shall publish all fee schedules or explanation of fees that are charged to their 127 
students for revenue fund facilities. Revenue fund fees include but are not limited to 128 
event or facility usage fees, service charges, and equipment charges. The president 129 
of the college or university shall have final approval on all fees and subsequent rates 130 
for the use of revenue fund facilities. 131 

 132 
Part 6. Student Consultation 133 
All tuition and fees are subject to the student consultation requirements in as defined by 134 
bBoard pPolicy 2.3 Student Involvement in Decision-making and associated system procedures. 135 

 
Related Documents: 

• System Procedure 5.11.1 Fees 
• Fee Amounts 
• Board Policy 2.2 State Residency Requirements 
• Board Policy 2.3 Student Involvement in Decision-Making 
• Board Policy 5.9 Biennial and Operating Budget Planning & Administration Including 

Revenue Fund 
• System Procedure 2.3.1 Student Involvement in Decision-Making 
• Board Policy 5.9 Biennial and Operating Budget Planning & Administration Including 

Revenue Fund 
• System Procedure 5.11.1 Fees  
• Operating Instruction 5.11.1.3 - Senior Citizen Charges and Fees 
• Fee Amounts 

 
To view any of the following related statutes, go to the Revisor's Office website. You can 
conduct a search from this site by typing in the statute number. 
 

• Minn. Stat. §135A.04 Variable Tuition 
• Minn. Stat. §135A.51 Definitions  
• Minn. Stat. §135A.52 Program and Qualifications (Senior Citizens Higher Education 

Program) 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.06 Powers and Duties [of Board of Trustees] 
• Minn. Stat. §136F.50 Cooperation or Promotion of a State College or University 
• Minn. Stat. §136A.08 Reciprocal agreements relating to nonresident tuition and other 

states or provinces 
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Xx/xx/23 (Add summary) 
06/20/18 – Effective July 1, 2018. Added new Part 1 Policy Objectives. Additional amendments 

codify the chancellor’s authority to establish limits on tuition and fee increases, clarifies and 
provides further guidance on tuition types, establishes the ability for colleges and 
universities to create guaranteed tuition rates for undergraduate programs, clarifies 
definitions of ‘mandatory’ and ‘optional’ fees, clarifies assessments to discourage certain 
behaviors are permitted by policy, establishes a requirement for system office review and 
recommendations regarding board maximum rates for campus discretionary fees, 
establishes a new campus discretionary fee to support new student orientation, and 
requires an affirmative vote of the campus student association in order to implement this 
fee, clarifies that colleges and universities with multiple campuses or sites may assess fees 
on a campus by campus or site by site basis and modifies Revenue Fund fee language. 
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https://www.minnstate.edu/board/policy/511history.html
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